
Dear Garber family, 
I was able to approach surgery with great confidence.  I felt well-prepared by the laying on of hands, cards, 
calls and knowing I was being “prayed up”.  My pain is gone, and I’m working on stamina.  Recovery has been 
made so much easier with meals lovingly prepared, and you have given me much more than food.  Your    
welcomed visits and continued prayers are healing.  I’m acutely aware again of how well Garber cares for its 
own and blessed to be part of a church family that does not stop there, but reaches beyond itself in a myriad 
of ways.     Thank you, thank you!  Pam Collier 

To My Garber Church Family, 
 

This is a belated thank you to all of my Garber sisters and brothers for the love shown to my husband Ken and 

to me during his illness and for the time and energy that went into preparing for his memorial service and  

reception.  Kenneth and I have been members of Garber Church for 36 years, and so many memories have 

come flooding back, reminding me of how this church has touched my life and the life of my family.  As my 

grown children spoke at their dad’s service, and as they shared their faith during that time, I thought of those 

in this church, like Ruth Powers and Sara King, who were part of the youth ministry when my children were 

young.  How Sara and Ruth helped build the foundation of faith on which my children now stand.  Thank you 

Ruth, Sara and all here who taught them the Word.  There are others I would like to say thank you to as well. 

Thank you to the Motley Class for your hard work in helping prepare for Kenneth’s reception.  Thank you  

Holly Willis for the creativity and the energy you expend everyday preparing for the Motley class each       

Sunday. Thank you Audre’ Riley, Phyllis Owens and all of the United Methodist Women who made our church 

parlor possible - the beautiful space provided a peaceful sanctuary for my family to gather before my          

husband’s service.  Thank you to Ed Armstrong for being a guiding light to my husband during a time that 

could have seemed very dark. Thank you to our pastors, David and Matthew for being there for Kenneth and 

for me.  Thank you Mary Coleman and Matt Johnson for all you do. Thank you also to Kenneth’s Stephen 

Minister, David Briley, for being there for him.  Thank you JESUS for giving me the peace and comfort of 

knowing Kenneth has been set free of pain and is walking with You.  God bless this wonderful church! 
 

Martha Williams 

God Moments in Russia  
 

As this was my first mission trip outside of the US, I really didn't know what to expect.  I 

was pleasantly surprised.  I found the Russian individuals who we encountered curious 

and accepting.  The first orphanage we visited was comfortable, and the young boys 

seemed to really enjoy performing for us. The spring play was cute with some colorful 

costumes and adorable little children who were in local foster homes. The boys at the 

orphanage really responded to the teenagers in our group.  I am glad the Garber youth 

could take the trip as they were the connectors to our group.  Youths respond naturally to 

other youths.   
 

When we got to Makaryev, where we spent the most time doing eye exams, I had more of an opportunity to spend time with 

the young people there. On our first evening, I noticed a young blond boy sitting along the wall with one of the caregivers. He 

wouldn't look up and was clasping his hands in his lap. He looked sullen and upset.  When I asked about him, I found out he 

hadn't been there long; about 2 weeks.  My heart went out to him. I spoke to him through an interpreter, but he really didn't 

want to talk.  Over the next couple of days, Sasha was coaxed into interacting with everyone.  He had beautiful blue eyes and 

straw colored hair.  On our last night there the young people were given lollipops that were made by some of the adults from 

Garber. Sasha seemed to come alive.  He was smiling and looking at his chocolate treat.  I knew when I saw that smile, Garber 

UMC had made an impact on his young life. That small smile was my God moment.  It was beautiful!  
 

Cammie Armstrong 
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